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Workshops & Conferences 

 
 
Community Meetings to Introduce the Mississippi River Trail Bicycle Route  
Various Dates and Locations – See schedule below 
3:30 – 5:30 p.m. 
 
The Mississippi River Trail bicycle route starts at the headwaters at Lake Itasca and 
ends at the Gulf of Mexico.  Located along America‘s beloved river, this picturesque 
route travels through numerous communities, big and small, and connects our nation‘s 
important scenic, historic, recreation, and cultural highlights along the river.  The route is 
on shoulders of existing state and local roads and occasionally on off-road trails.   
 

Schedule of community meetings 
St. Cloud: June 30. St. Cloud Library-Bremer 
Room. 1300 W. St. Germain St.  
http://www.griver.org/locations-and-hours/st-cloud-
public-library 
 

Brainerd: July 1.  Northland Arboretum 14250 
Conservation Drive   
http://northlandarb.com/index.cfm/pageid/14 
 

Grand Rapids: July 7.  Grand Rapids Library (140 
NE 2nd Street)  
http://www.grandrapids.lib.mn.us/About/location.htm 
 

Bemidji: July 8.  Bemidji Library (509 America Ave. N.W.) 
http://www.krls.org/branches/branch_bj.html 
 

 
Why you should attend:  
 

 Help achieve its full potential--for the state, local communities, and cyclists  

 Agree on the vision 

 Learn about the route as it currently exists 

 Help refine the route 

 Consider the role of partnerships to realize mutually beneficial opportunities  

 Help identify data gaps 

 Identify & discuss route issues & constraints  

 Discuss marketing & promoting the route. 
 
For more information about this project visit: http://www.mississippirivertrail.org/.  

 
 
Aquatic Invasive Species Prevention Meeting 
Tuesday June 29, 2010 
6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 
Breezy Point City Hall (County Highway 11 approx. 1/4 mile north of the entrance to Breezy Point Resort) 

 
You are cordially invited (and strongly encouraged to attend) a meeting of all Crow Wing County Lakes 
and Rivers Alliance (LARA) member lake associations on Tuesday, June 29 from 6:30-8:30 p.m.  

http://www.griver.org/locations-and-hours/st-cloud-public-library
http://www.griver.org/locations-and-hours/st-cloud-public-library
http://northlandarb.com/index.cfm/pageid/14
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This spring, LARA received a matching grant from the DNR for the prevention of the spread of aquatic 
invasive species (AIS).  One part of the LARA grant proposal is to survey its member lakes for private 
boat accesses and to provide appropriate educational materials on AIS to the owners of those 
accesses.  This is an effort to prevent the arrival of "unwanted guests" (AIS) with the boats and 
personal watercraft of invited guests.   
 
LARA cannot do this survey without your association's assistance!  Please send at least one member 
of your board of directors to this all important June 29 meeting.  You will learn what LARA has already 
done under this grant and what your association's role will be in accomplishing this last part of the 
grant.   

 
 
Green Fair Folk Festival, Little Falls 
August 4, 2010  
4:00 – 8:00 p.m.  
 
The Franciscan Sisters of Little Falls will be hosting a wonderful event!  The Green Fair began 3 years 
ago and has grown into one of the most successful ecologically minded events in central MN.  In 2009 
we were host to 40 vendors and almost 850 attendees.  
 
There is something for everyone, music, food, kid‘s activities, artists, educators, exhibitors, a farmer‘s 
market, health and wellness promotion and so much more!  This year we will be having a Fiddle 
Festival hosted by the St. Francis Music Center.   For more information check out our website & if on 
Facebook – become a fan of the Green Fair Folk Festival. 
 
Questions/More Info., contact Jennifer Basch, Green Fair Coordinator, Franciscan Sisters of Little Falls, 
116 8th Ave. SE, Little Falls, MN 56345, (320)  632-0691, www.fslf.org 
 

Funding Opportunities 

 
 
Green Enterprise Assistance Team  
Starting a green business? Looking for expansion or relocation opportunities for your clean-technology 
or renewable energy company? Want to improve your company's efficiency? Let our Green Enterprise 
Assistance team put you on the right track in Minnesota. 
 
A collaboration of several state agencies, the Green Enterprise Assistance team can help you cut 
through the thicket of programs, services, and agencies to find the right answers and right resources for 
your company. From financial assistance to navigating legal and regulatory matters we'll guide you to 
the resources and expertise you'll need. 
 
Eligibility - We‘re looking for clean-technology and renewable-energy firms. By statute, we help 
companies whose technologies use energy from renewable resources and support energy efficiency 
and conservation. Businesses that are working to reduce gashouse gases, protect and conserve water 
and improve biofuel production may also apply for our services. 

 
We Can Help at Any Stage - We help companies at any stage of development, from new ideas to 
business startups to established companies with products and services ready to market. If you have a 
product or service ready to sell and want assistance, the GEA Team is happy to work with you. We‘re 
just as interested in hearing about your business startup and how our team of experts can facilitate your 
growth.   

http://www.fslf.org/


 
Contact Us - The GEA is facilitated by the Department of Employment and Economic Development and 
includes representatives from numerous state agencies. Call 651-259-7437 for more information or 
complete and submit this electronic form and we will contact you. 
 

 
Minnesota GreenCorps Accepting Host Site & Member Applications 
Deadline: July 8, 2010 

 
MN GreenCorps, a statewide initiative to preserve and protect the environment while training a new 
generation of environmental professionals, is gearing up for a second year.  MN GreenCorps is an 
AmeriCorps program that was started in 2009 by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency. It places 
AmeriCorps members with organizations around the state to help address environmental issues. First 
year hosts sites spanned the state and included cities, counties, school districts, universities and 
nonprofit organizations. GreenCorps is funded by ServeMinnesota and the Corporation for National and 
Community Service. 
 
In the first year, MN GreenCorps included 18 full-time and four half-time members serving in 
communities around the state on topics including energy conservation, waste prevention, living green, 
local foods and urban forestry.  The second year of the program will address these topics, while also 
branching out into additional activities to address air and water quality issues.  
 
Goals of the program include reducing solid waste and increase recycling in Minnesota communities; 
reducing greenhouse gases and other air pollutants; reducing water runoff and improving water quality; 
and training new environmental professionals. 
 
MN GreenCorps is recruiting new host sites and members to begin in September 2010. Applications 
are due July 8, 2010. For more information on GreenCorps, please contact Stephanie Souter at 
stephanie.souter@state.mn.us or visit www.pca.state.mn.us/mngreencorps. 
 

 
Region Five Development Commission Announces Grant Funds Available for 
Community Garden Activities 
The Region Five Development Commission in partnership with the University of Minnesota Sustainable 
Partnership and the Pines & Lake Country Local Foods work group announce that grant funds of up to 
$500 are available to educate groups engaged in community garden activities. Grant funds will be 
awarded on a first-come, first-served basis. You need not be a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. 
Individuals are not eligible, but individuals representing community gardening groups are encouraged to 
apply. Region Five oversees funds to provide grant dollars to community garden groups for education. 
 
Eligible educational activities include: To increase yield, to educate on marketing techniques, to 
educate on increased distribution and to learn about gardening for optimal nutrition. Funds cannot be 
used for land purchase/rental, the purchase of seed, supplies, water or equipment. The project must be 
completed within one year. 
 
Any group interested in applying for this funding opportunity should contact Anne Hanson at (218) 894-
3233 or ahanson@regionfive.org. The application and more information is available on the Region Five 
website at www.regionfive.org.  
 

 
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation Grants  
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Pulling Together Initiative - 2010 Request for Proposals 
The Pulling Together Initiative seeks proposals that will help control invasive plant species, mostly 
through the work of public/private partnerships such as Cooperative Weed Management Areas.  Pre-
proposals must be submitted online by 6/30/10. Visit the NFWF website to review the Request for 
Proposals. 

Applicant Eligibility - PTI applications are accepted from private non-profit (501)(c) organizations, local, 
county, and state government agencies, and from field staff of federal government agencies. Individuals 
and for-profit businesses are not eligible to receive PTI grants, but are encouraged to work with eligible 
applicants to develop and submit applications to PTI. 

Proposal Eligibility - PTI grants provide an opportunity to initiate working partnerships and demonstrate 
successful collaborative efforts such as the development of permanent funding sources for Weed 
Management Areas. 

For additional information about this and other NFWF initiatives, please visit their web site, 

http://www.nfwf.org/.  

Bring Back the Natives: A Public-Private Partnership for Restoring Populations of 
Native Aquatic Species 
The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF), in cooperation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (FWS), Bureau of Land Management (BLM), U.S.D.A. Forest Service (FS), and Trout Unlimited 
(TU), is pleased to request pre-proposals from nonprofit organizations, universities, Native American 
tribes, and local, state, and federal agencies interested in restoring, protecting, and enhancing native 
populations of sensitive or listed aquatic species, especially on lands on or adjacent to federal agency 
lands.  
 
Funding for the BBN program is administered through NFWF from federal agencies cooperating to 
support this program. This funding suggests a $2 non-federal match for each federal dollar requested 
by applicants. Since 1991, BBN has supported 279 projects and benefited over 120 species, 29 of 
which are federally listed as threatened or endangered.  Typically applications are due on Dec. 1st, 
2010.  For more information visit:  http://www.nfwf.org/bbn. 

 
 
Five Star Restoration Grant Program 
Provides modest financial assistance on a competative basis to support community-based wetland, 
riparian, and coastal habitat restoration projects that build diverse partnerships and foster local natural 
resource stewardship through education, outreach and training activities. These grants are typically due 
in mid-February.   
 
The Five Star Restoration Program is open to any public or private entity; however, grants funded by 
PG&E‘s Nature Restoration Trust are restricted to non-profit community-based organizations, 
conservation organizations, local governments, and school districts. 

Requests must be for $10,000 to $40,000.Grants will vary in size, duration and scale. In general, 
smaller-scale, one-year projects will be eligible for grants up to $20,000. Two-year, larger-scale projects 
will be eligible for grants up to $40,000. We anticipate the average grant award will be $20,000 to 
$25,000. Partnerships should include at least five organizations (―Five Stars‖) that contribute to project 
success through funding, land, workforce support, technical support and/or other in-kind services.   

For more information visit: http://www.epa.gov/wetlands/restore/5star/.  

http://www.nfwf.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Charter_Programs_List&TEMPLATE=/CM/ContentDisplay.cfm&CONTENTID=15375
http://www.nfwf.org/bbn
http://www.epa.gov/wetlands/restore/5star/


 

 
Things to Know 

 
 
Student Interns Available 
The Community Assistantship Program, through the University of Minnesota‘s Center for Urban and 
Regional Affairs, is pleased to announce a fall 2010 grant program.  The grant will allow rural 
communities to hire a student to work on a project defined by those communities. The deadline for 
project proposals is June 30th, 2010. Approved projects will run from August 30th, 2010 to January 12th, 
2011. 
 
Winning communities will review job applications and select the student who best meets their needs.  
For details on how to apply see the attachment or apply on line: 
http://www.cura.umn.edu/Programs/ApplicationProcess.php 
  
CAP Summer 2010 Projects 
 

 Willmar Design Center – ‘Year Round Local Foods Market in Downtown Willmar’ 

 Region 5 Development Commission– ‗Gull Lake Micropolitan Area Planning’ 

 Upper MN Valley Regional Development Commission – ‘Region 6W Regional Recruitment 
Marketing Plan’ 

 New York Mills Regional Cultural Center – ‘Audience Development Initiative Phase 2’ 

 Big Stone Lake Foods Group – ‘CGB School Greenhouse Project’ 
 
 

Calling All Writers 
We all have a special lake. Maybe you have a cabin next to it, maybe it's in the city and you visit it all 
the time or maybe you've only been there once but your memories are fond. Whatever your reason, we 
want to know what lake matters to you and why. 
 
Photographs and videos will be collected from May 13 through September 6, 2010. All submissions 
must legibly include the words "This Lake Matters," and feel free to get creative! Young people are 
especially encouraged to submit photos and videos. 
 
http://www.seek.state.mn.us/article.cfm?id=5048 
 
Want to be one of the Minnesota voices for our continuous blog of thoughts, feelings and observations 
about our Minnesota natural resources? Conservation Minnesota is always seeking original Minnesota 
stories linking your life to our Great Outdoors, from your back yard to the Boundary Waters.  Check out 
http://www.conservationminnesota.com/news/?cat=73, and contact Dave Dempsey if you would like to 
give us your stories.612-767-2444.  

 
 
Eco Camps offered by Happy Dancing Turtle in Pine River 
 
Happy Dancing Turtle will host five sessions of Eco Camp this summer. Children attending Eco Camp 
will learn about ways to live more sustainably through experiments, projects, crafts, games, field trips 
and activities. The camps will focus on energy conservation, food and water security, and 
environmental stewardship. 
 
Families have the option to choose one or more of the following sessions, according to what grade their 

http://www.cura.umn.edu/Programs/ApplicationProcess.php
http://www.seek.state.mn.us/article.cfm?id=5048
http://www.conservationminnesota.com/news/?cat=73


children will enter in the fall of 2010: "What Color is Your Planet?," Grades 3-5, July 12-16; "What on 
Earth?," Grades 2-4, Aug. 16-20; "Act Natural," Grades 5-8, Aug. 23-27. 
 
Each weeklong session runs from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday through Friday and will be on the Hunt 
Utilities Group Campus on Highway 2 West of Pine River. Tuition for each session is $50, which 
includes snacks, supplies, fees and a T-shirt. Registration forms are available at 
www.happydancingturtle.org or can be picked up at various Pine River & Pequot Lakes locations.  
 
For more information, contact Happy Dancing Turtle at (218) 587-2303, 
barbhines@happydancingturtle.org or visit www.happydancingturtle.org.  
 

 
Activities at the Audubon Center of the North Woods  

Sandstone, MN 
 
Becoming an Outdoor Family 

July 31 – August 1, 2010 
Audubon Center of the North Woods 
Cost: $65 per person / $245 for family of four / %55 each additional family 
member.  

Bringing families and the great outdoors together… reconnect while learning new skills! 

Spend quality time with your kids out in nature while learning basic outdoor skills that will help you and your family 
enjoy the outdoors. Expert instructors from both the Audubon Center of the North Woods and Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources will teach classes including archery, bird banding, high ropes/zip line, aquatic 
ecosystems, animal signs, forest ecology hike, spin cast and fly fishing, survivor – north woods, orienteering and 
birds of prey. 

 Cost: $65 per person, OR $245 for family of four and $55 for each additional family member. Optional $10 fee 
per person for Friday night stay— no meals or activities available on Friday or breakfast Saturday. Contact 
information: Phone: (888) 404-7743. Email: fenner@audubon-center.org  

Web: http://www.audubon-center.org/2010_BecomingOutdoorFamily_brochure.pdf 

 
North Woods Wilderness Adventures Summer Youth Camps – July & August 2010  
 

The Audubon Center of the North Woods is a leader in offering meaningful nature 
experiences to people of all ages and through our North Woods Wilderness 
Adventures program this summer, we will provide a different kind of summer camp 
experience – an opportunity to engage kids in nature through immersion in the wild 
outdoors to promote environmental awareness, compassion, leadership and an ethic 
of care for the earth. 

This summer we are offering a variety of camp experiences for ages 10-17 years as 
well as a family fishing camp. Accommodations for our on-site camps are in our 
Crosby Lodge or Lowry Lodge, which are dorm-style buildings. Expedition camps start 
with one night at the center to prepare for the trip.  

 
 

http://www.happydancingturtle.org/
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‘Hooked’ Family Fishing Weekend    Forts, Fires & Fishing 

July 8-11; parent w/child (no age limit);   July 11-16; 10-14 yrs 
Cost: $190/adult, $170/child ($125/child if 2+ children)  Cost: $249  
 
Voyageurs National Park Expedition     Rocks, Ropes & Roughing It  
July 18-23; 15-17 yrs w/ canoe experience     August 1-6, 13-15 yrs 
Cost: $420     Cost: $249  
 
The Way of Wildlife       Namekagon River Expedition  
August 1-6; 10-13 yrs      August 8-12; Beg. canoeists 12-15 yrs; 
Cost: $299        Cost: $350  

Women's Wellness & Adventure Weekend 
October 1-3, 2010 

All-inclusive, complete holistic retreat - comfy lodging, wonderful food, and a 
variety of classes and activities to choose from, such as (for example only – not all 
classes are offered every season): 

 Adventure & Challenge (examples include high ropes course, Nordic 
walking, canoeing, etc.),  

  Wellness & Nature (examples include yoga, massage, reiki, hikes, bird 
banding, facials, medicinal plant classes, etc.), and  

  Creative Expressions (examples include art classes, flower arranging, 
belly dancing, scrapbooking, etc.).  

Lodging, meals, all programming and 10 minutes of massage or reiki are included in the weekend fee (additional 
massage or reiki available for an additional fee). All-inclusive weekend package rates $245-$265. 
 

 
 
This newsletter is designed to share funding opportunities, resources, and conferences or training events of 
common interest for program participants and supporters of the Initiative Foundation. For more information about 
these and other training opportunities, contact Don Hickman, dhickman@ifound.org.  
 
If you wish to be removed from this mailing list or if you have other names/e-mails to add please contact Jolene 
Howard, jhoward@ifound.org.  
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