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“MINNESOTA BEAUTIFUL”
In Central Minnesota

A Project of the Initiative Foundation and Valspar Corporation
Applications Due: March 5, 2012
Eligibility and Program Requirements

Minnesota Beautiful is a program where cities and nonprofit organizations in the Initiative Foundation’s 14-county region of Benton, Cass, Chisago, Crow Wing, Isanti, Kanabec, Mille Lacs, Morrison, Pine, Sherburne, Stearns, Todd, Wadena and Wright counties may apply for a grant to receive paint and coatings to complete various restoration and beautification projects. The program is being administered by the Initiative Foundation in partnership with Valspar Corporation. A goal of the program is to encourage local volunteer involvement in the painting process. 
Eligibility Criteria

· Projects will be selected based on how well they meet the following criteria:

· Visual impact of the project

· Public benefit to the community 

· Volunteer participation and support (projects using a hired contractor to complete the work are not eligible)

· Current and/or intended use of the structure

· Benefit to those “in need”

· Some projects that may qualify include, but are not limited to:

· Historic buildings, structures or landmarks

· Facilities for senior, disabled residents, or low-income residents

· Community centers or other public buildings

· Murals or other visual impact projects

Ineligible Projects
· Some projects not within the scope of the program include denominational churches, city maintenance, school project (exception of mural projects) or privately owned facilities that do not meet any of the above criteria.

· The application process is not intended to be tedious. However, because of the large number of applications received, it is important that the application be read and completed precisely. Incomplete applications will not be considered. If you have questions regarding the application, please contact the Initiative Foundation.

Requirements

· Applications must be received by the Initiative Foundation by March 5, 2012. Two (2) copies of all materials must be included. Photographs must accompany EACH copy and must be affixed to or printed on a sheet of paper or inside of a plastic sleeve and properly identified. Award recipients will be notified by March 31, 2012.

· Award recipients are required to attend an orientation session with Valspar representatives in Little Falls in April 2012 (date to be determined) to discuss technical aspects of the project, make decisions on paint color selections and finalize project details.

· Award recipients are expected to provide transportation to pick up materials awarded at a location in Little Falls.  You will be notified when your paint is ready for pick up.
· Projects and volunteers must be geographically located within Initiative Foundation’s 14-county region of Benton, Cass, Chisago, Crow Wing, Isanti, Kanabec, Mille Lacs, Morrison, Pine, Sherburne, Stearns, Todd, Wadena and Wright counties.

· All projects must be completed within the year they are awarded.

· Site visits may be conducted prior to an award being granted and also during and after project completion.

· Public announcements will be issued highlighting the project on behalf of the recipient organizations and other recognition events may also be planned.


· All recipients will be required to provide a one-page project completion report to the Initiative Foundation along with project photographs including before, during, and after stages by December 1, 2012.

Contact:
Dan Frank



Initiative Foundation




405 First Street SE



Little Falls, MN 56345



632-9255 ext. 2056



877/632/9255 ext. 2056 toll-free



320/632/9258 fax



e-mail: dfrank@ifound.org
MINNESOTA BEAUTIFUL APPLICATION

The original version and one copy of the application 
(with all documentation) must be attached.
APPLICANT ORGANIZATION 

	Name of Top Paid Staff
	     
	Title
	     

	Organization
	     

	Address
	     

	Address
	     

	City
	     
	County
	     
	Zip
	     

	Telephone
	     
	Fax
	     
	Email Address
	     

	Tax Status:
	
	501 (c)(3)
	
	Public Agency (Government Created)

	
	
	Unit of Government


PRIMARY CONTACT PERSON (if other than above)

	Name of Contact Person Regarding This Application
	     
	Title
	     

	Organization
	     

	Address
	     

	Address
	     

	City
	     
	County
	     
	Zip
	     

	Telephone
	     
	Fax
	     
	Email Address
	     


PROJECT DESCRIPTION

	Project Beginning Date
	     
	Project End Date
	     

	Project Title
	     


Brief Project Description (with clearly stated measurable outcomes)

     
Photographs must accompany EACH copy of application and must be affixed to or printed on a sheet of paper or inside of a plastic sleeve and properly identified.
	Describe any historical significance the project may have:
	     


	What is the current use of the property?
	     


	What is the intended use of the property if different from the current use?

	     


	List volunteer groups involved and estimate total volunteer hours for project:

	     


	List the owner of the property and whether publicly or privately owned:

	     


	Will the painting be interior, exterior or both?

	     


Complete the following chart to estimate paint quantity.

	Type & Color
	Surface Condition
	Est. Painted Sq. Ft.
	Gallons

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	
	Totals:
	     
	     


Attach one or more letters of support from organizations who have agreed to supply volunteer labor to help complete the project.


I have read and understand the eligibility for the Minnesota Beautiful program. If our project is selected as a winner, I will act as the coordinator and contact person for the project. I will monitor the progress on the project to ensure its completion and ensure that our project completion report will be sent by December 1, 2012.

	SIGNATURE
	
	DATE
	_____/_____/_____
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