
  FOUNDATION FACTS 
 Mission: To unlock the power of Central Minnesota people to build and sustain thriving communities.   Key Focus Areas for 2012-2016: 
 Resilient Businesses 
 Thriving Communities 
 Effective Organizations 
 Local Philanthropy 
 Grant-making  History: Established in 1986 by The McKnight Foundation to address human and economic needs in Central Minnesota. The Foundation is an independent, nonprofit philanthropic organization.  Activities: 
 Gap lending for new and expanding businesses. 
 Grants for community and economic development activities. 
 Leadership training to build the capacity of communities. 
 Fundraising programs to support the Foundation and increase the level of philanthropy in Central Minnesota. 

BentonCounty
 167 grants totaling $555,035 
 40 loans totaling $3,304,907 
 Created or retained 1,099 jobs 
 $21,655,287 in private leverage 
 
 

CassCounty
 388 grants totaling $2,211,730 
 57 scholarships totaling $54,800 
 49 loans totaling $2,072,214 
 Created or retained 377 jobs 
 $13,506,378 in private leverage 
 

ChisagoCounty
 144 grants totaling $937,634 
 33 loans totaling $1,742,900 
 Created or retained 389 jobs 
 $12,973,518 in private leverage 
 
 

Crow WingCounty
 653 grants totaling $3,837,170 
 12 scholarships totaling $13,550 
 168 loans totaling $7,954,000 
 Created or retained 1,822 jobs 
 $39,607,026 in private leverage 

  

IsantiCounty
 250 grants totaling $893,151 
 42 loans totaling $2,380,000 
 Created or retained 375 jobs 
 $19,237,116 in private leverage 
 
 

KanabecCounty
 96 grants totaling $641,397 
 19 loans totaling $331,328 
 Created or retained 106 jobs 
 $867,850 in private leverage 
 
 

Mille LacsCounty
 241 grants totaling $1,154,412 
 145 scholarships totaling $156,289 
 81 loans totaling $2,549,651 
 Created or retained 674 jobs 
 $9,360,956 in private leverage 

 
 
 

MorrisonCounty
 534 grants totaling $2,115,581  
 230 scholarships totaling $279,189 
 85 loans totaling $3,123,790 
 Created or retained 1,515 jobs 
 $49,987,680 in private leverage    
 
 

PineCounty
 254 grants totaling $1,239,382 
 39 loans totaling $1,980,090 
 Created or retained 573 jobs 
 $10,408,776 in private leverage 

  

SherburneCounty
 361 grants totaling $1,410,587 
 314 scholarships totaling $255,975 
 53 loans totaling $3,416,600 
 Created or retained 521 jobs 
 $21,281,755 in private leverage 

  
 
 

I M P A C T   U P D A T E 



 

 1,086 grants totaling $6,796,635 
 24 scholarships totaling $12,000 
 167 loans totaling $11,130,804 
 Created or retained 2,476 jobs 
 $55,527,246 in private leverage 
 

ToddCounty
 360 grants totaling $1,725,039 
 145 scholarships totaling $81,402 
 67 loans totaling $1,679,759 
 Created or retained 882 jobs 
 $8,126,725 in private leverage 

 
 
 

WadenaCounty
 196 grants totaling $3,660,100 
 75 loans totaling $2,962,940 
 Created or retained 955 jobs 
 $22,811,992 in private leverage 

 
 

WrightCounty
 264 grants totaling $1,381,057 
 66 loans totaling $4,145,429 
 Created or retained 1,048 jobs 
 $26,410,635 in private leverage 
 

REGIONAL IMPACT 
Since inception, the Initiative Foundation has: 

 Made 5,343 grants totaling $31.5 million 
 Awarded 928 scholarships totaling $837,372 
 Made 984 loans totaling $50.4 million 
 Leveraged more than $311.7 million in private business investment 
 Created or retained more than 12,807 jobs 

 
During the same timeframe the Foundation has provided training and assistance to … 

 3,316 people (106 communities) through the Thriving Communities Initiative including 
community and economic developing programming and the Community of Leaders (COL) 
program; 

 1,890 people (507 nonprofit organizations) through the Thriving Organizations Partnership 
program; 

 1,612 people (225 lake associations) through the Healthy Lakes and Rivers Partnership 
program; 

 1,423 people (in communities in all 14 counties) through our Early Childhood Initiative, 
including literacy and school readiness, support for children and families with an incarcerated 
parent (Inside-Out Connections), and Early Childhood Dental Networks programs.   
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